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Abstracts:

The 20th century in India ~and other parts of the world, the circumstances of
contemporary, relatively recent genre artists' works have been far more complex, encompassing
personal, collective, and frequently political elements. In contrast, individual and social
suffering emerged during the creation process, as did emotional longing for the distant
birthplace of Assam. My goals are to research modern Assamese artists, with a focus on the gap
left by the tragic death of celebrated printmaker and art activist Maneswar Brahma in the middle
of his.career. 1 also hope to write about his outstanding artistic creations and other artistic
endeavours for the benefit of the larger artistic community, society, and humanity.
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OBJECTIVES:
e To identify twentieth-century artistic endeavors as a representation of people, livelihoods,
and environments with heightened consciousness of humanity and world issues
e To study origin and development of twentieth century art in Assam
e To discuss life, philosophy of Maneswar Brahma and his various activities
e To find out prime credentials of Maneswar Brahma’s oeuvre and essential factors behind

social, cultural and political milieu

METODOLOGY:

The study's methodology is determined by interviewing. each artist, scholar, and
academician individually. The site is visited to gather the réquired data and pictures, and the
study is conducted online, among other methods. This study is descriptive in nature, and because
it focuses on the stylistic shifts and technical advancements of contemporary art and artists in
Assam in specific to Maneswar Brahma, it has visited a number of institutions and taken pictures
of individual and group art activities in Assam and other parts of India. It has also gathered

secondary data from books, journals, and online sources.

INTRODUCTION:

Traditional art forms such‘as miniatures, manuscript paintings, murals, traditional sculpture,
and crafts, which flourished for centuries before beginning to decline as a result of political
unrest and other circumstances, completely changed with the advent of "Modern art" in the early
20th century.lY Some young people from Assam attended the Calcutta Government School of Art
before to.independence. Although some of them finished the course, none were able to practice
enough to produce work that was mature enough, let alone of modern character. In the second
decade of the 20th century, Lakhi Ram Baruah, who was arguably the first graduate from the
entire northeastern region, attended Government College of Art in Calcutta.’’). Sobha Brahma

wrote for few distinguished personalities such as Suren Bardoloi, Mukta Nath Bardoloi, Bhavesh
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Chandra Sanyal, Birendralal Bhowmik, Jagat Singh Kachari, Sashidhar Saikia, Tarun Duara,

Hemanta Misra, Asu Dev and Jibeswar Baruah . [*]

AN OVERVIEW OF CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS IN ASSAM:

Most people who live in other regions of India perceive the northeast as a region
characterized by border conflicts, tribal wars, and sociopolitical instability. The picture frames
just half the reality, as is the case with most preconceptions about individuals and places. Seeing
artists take on new challenges is encouraging. However, a trip to Assam and ‘other'North- Eastern
regions forces us to confront the stark reality that the environment there.is. not totally conducive
to the creation of art.”¥ The present artists of Assam are exploring various issues through their
visual languages and also investigating the conceptual discourses and manifestations. Artist of
Assam are exploring the local politics of topography,. history, memory, identity, violence and
human rights in their works.[’! The political environment of Assam is moving phenomena of
globalization, terrorism, and violence, migration and displacement. Insurgencies in North-East
India reflect its social, cultural, ethnic, political-and economic milieu of an area. (¢!

In Assam, the remarkable numbers of contemporary artists are practising their diverse
creative practices. All artists in Assam has been surrounded, concern by the idea and
environment of changing times. It depends on whether they select to work inside or attempt to
break out of their bondage and be free. In this context art and artistic phenomenology of Sobha
Brahma, Madan Lahkar, \Hemangini Bardoloi, Benu Misra, Neelpawan Baruah, Mukunda
Debnath, Kandarpa Sarmah, Atul Barua, Janak Jhankar Narzary, Saleha Ahmed, Noni Borpujari,
Samiran Baruah; Moinul Haque Barbhuyan, Sonaram Nath, Aminul Haque, Champak Barbara,
Rabiram Brahma, Biren Boro, Ajit Seal, Shyam Kanu Barthakur, Jabeen Rehman Ghose Dastidar,
Hela Das, *Utpal Barua, Dilip Tamuly, Atul Baruah, Durlav Bhattacharjee, Madhusudan Das,
Lutfa Akhtar, Munindra Narayan Bhattacharjee, Nikhileswar Baruah, Sundar Saikia, Prabin
Kumar Nath, Raj Kumar Mazinder, Tridib Dutta, Sobhakar Laskar, Maneswar Brahma, Kishor
Kumar Das, Ganesh Gohain, Santana Gohain, Rashmi Nath, Parikshit Baruah, Debananda Ulup,
Lwhir Lwhir Mushahari, Keshab Narzary, Myno Basumatary, Bidukhi Muchahary, Doja Brahma

Ay
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Mriganka Madhukallya, Swapan Paul, Sansita Gogoi, Manika Devi, Aditi Chakraborty, Shyamali
Chaliha, Moushumi Kandali, Meghali Goswami, Parismita Singh, Samudra Kajal Saikia, Rikimi
Madhukallya, Chandan Bez Baruah, Priyoum Talukdar, Anga Art Collective, Anupam Saikia,
Bhaskar Hazarika, Mantu Das, Pinak Pani Nath, Binoy Paul, Phanindra Talukdar are more
prominent and diverse. [”! (Fig. 1) The majority of the violent socio-political repercussions in
modern Assam are paradoxically founded in these contradictions of modernist. experiences,
according to renowned art historian Dr. Mousumi Kandali, in such structural.cireumstances of
political upheaval, the competing dichotomies of masculinizing vs feminism, tural against urban,

or tribalism versus non-tribalism become even more problematic. [*!

CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS IN ASSAM: A STUDY ON EMINENT PRINTMAKER
AND ART ACTIVIST MANESWAR BRAHMA:

As eminent artist, journalist Athreya talked hours with Maneswar at our group show titled
undo objects at Karnataka Chitrakala Parishath, Bangalore from 23 April to 29" April, 2006
(Fig. 2) and wrote after seeing his lithographsat THE HINDU, May 02, 2006, In Maneswar
Brahma's artwork, a terrifying personal experience frequently resurfaces as imagery. North of the
Brahmaputra valley is the small, isolated settlement of Hallimpara Subhijar, which is still
without power. Born in this area-in 1967, Maneswar Brahma came from a huge farming family.
Following his initial educatien, Maneswar took an unprecedented step for his situation: he
enrolled in a BFA program in printmaking. Then his life's most dramatic incident occurred. "I
had returned home for Puja holidays in 1995, when I was in my third year at Santiniketan,"
Maneswar remembers. "Everything seemed to be pleasant and tranquil. However, my companion
and I were riding a motorcycle one morning when unknown terrorists encircled and kidnapped us.
He was:taken from his friend, who was later released, and forced to trek through villages all day
in a matter of minutes. A young lad, no older than ten or twelve, who was armed was one of the
kidnappers. “.”l was able to inquire as to why he had turned to violence. According to him, it
guaranteed good food and clothes, which are normally considered a luxury. It was in the middle

of night that his greatest nightmares nearly came true. He was forced to stand on a college
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campus just after midnight and was shot. Several gunshots had grazed me in a matter of seconds.
Blood was all over my right arm, leg, and belly, and there was loose flesh falling from my chin.
They left me believing I was dead when I passed out. For a long time, I, too, was unsure about
my life's status. Additionally, he doesn't know how or when he got assistance after dragging
himself to the local boys' hostel. He fought for his life in the hospital for a month. According to
medical accounts, he was wounded by twelve bullets in his arms, legs, belly, and jaw; one bullet
even penetrated his right thigh. Fortunately, none of his important organs wete damaged.
Maneswar laughs when he remembers that a day after his kidnapping, a local newspaper said he
had been dead. Santiniketan even heard the news and organized a meeting to offer condolences!
Maneswar received a hero's welcome at his alma institution after. being discharged from the
hospital. My right arm was stiff and had lost a lot of its strength.'I'still have trouble bending my
fingers. The palm and forearm frequently grow numb and lose feeling for extended periods of
time. I therefore questioned whether it would be- feasible to pursue a difficult medium like
printing under such circumstances. However, Maneswar's friends and instructors in Santiniketan

were very supportive and encouraging.

With grit and determination, he-obtained the BFA degree in 1997 and went on to complete
his Masters. He has, since then, gone to win many including the National scholarship during
1998-2000 and the Kejriwal young Artist Award in 1999. An Unfinished Story-III, his lithograph,
won the coveted Lalit Kala Akademi Award. His pieces have appeared in a number of exhibitions
in Finland, Japan, and India. It was clear from viewing his most recent lithographs, which were
currently on exhibit'at the Chitrakala Parishath, that the terrifying event had permanently altered
the 38-year-old printmaker. His eerie pictures appeared to convey a persistent inner conflict. I
make an effort but am unable to forget the horrible event. The recollections show up in my
writing and thoughts. But for all the pent-up angst and rage, Maneswar, is always a perfect

picture of calm and gentle poise " (Fig. 3)

When one sees the lithographs, woodcuts and etching prints of Maneswar Brahma that

deal with victimhood, it traces effects of colonial and post- colonial occurrences in his home-
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state, Assam. Locating his practice through a personal and political lens, Brahma frames
victimhood both as selthood, and also the self in a system of relationships with history and
remembrance. ..While Brahma represents his inhuman experience in autographical ways, he also
brings attention to the larger human condition of terror and violence that marginalizes minorities,
regionally and globally.!'%! In his artwork, Maneswar Brahma's passion for playful limestone is
exquisitely displayed. Despite the fact that lithography is currently losing ground to-new media
works in the current trend of attention, he fervently declares that he has an/enormous and
addicting affection for this medium that he hopes to always embrace. In.comparison to other
regions of India, the artist claims that the weather in the northeast is ideal for lithography, which
uses limestone. The artist creates some striking red lithographs with\recurring themes of corpses
or bullets while expressing his personal lived experience asra. terrorist victim (with too many

bullets piercing his body) through his politically reflective words.

Renowned writer Rupanjali Baruah articulated in the catalogue for the group exhibition
of Undo objects at Karnataka Chitrakala Parishath, Bangalore in 2006, regarding Maneswar
Brahma's work. She highlighted the audacious exploration of socio-political themes presented in
monochrome, alongside the exceptional.skill demonstrated in the lithograph technique of his
piece titled An Unfinished Story- All,-which embodies the aspiration of attaining the National
Award from Lalit Kala Akademi..There is an overshadow of fear and helplessness that still grip
his psyche that he is simply unable to dispossess and perhaps here is art has come to his rescue
so that he is able to face it rather squarely though he cannot shrug it off as an indifferent thing. ['!]
As demonstrated in the Untitled etching print (Fig. 6), his lithography series "victim" (Fig. 5) can
be seen as a continuous weaving of the complete act of symbolic meditation on his own awful
experience ‘Of violence suffered by the artist himself on a very intimate individual level. His
creations nearly take on the meditative posture of a Buddhist monk reciting recited hymns in an

attempt to find solace from the world's misery!” [!2]

Maneswar Brahma completed his Ph.D. study in the Department of Design, Indian
Institute of Technology, Guwahati, under the supervision of Prof. Utpal Barua, throughout the
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past two years. He recently turned in his thesis just one week before his sad demise. Cultural
Diffusion, Handloom Design, and Changing Dynamics Among the Bodos of Assam is the title of
his doctoral thesis. I wish in future his thesis in book form definitely would be an important
document for research on art and culture of Bodo community in Assam. “Worth to mention as,
his joint research paper with Prof. Utpal Barua titled Understanding Bodo Identity_in Their
Handloom has been published at Design for Tomorrow- Volume 2 Proceedings of {CoRD 2021,
published by Springer Singapore.” 31 His tireless service at Lalit Kala department of Srimanta
Sankardeva Kalashetra, Panjabari, Guwahati as Coordinator since 2005 had.not only boost up art
scenario in Assam and also benefitted whole artists’ fraternity of North-Eastern India. Over the
years, he has successfully completed a number of significant projects at Srimanta Sankardeva
Kalashetra, including a well-equipped printmaking studio, invited art shows, North East art
exhibitions, senior artists' retrospective art exhibitions, -art workshops, seminars, and Kala Mela
in which he has occasionally led from the front-and-also participated from behind silently.
Several artists from all over India, Prof. Nandadulal Mukherjee, Prof. Abhimanue, Suhas
Nimbalkar, Sobha Brahma, Rabiram Brahma; Satish Sholapur, Lalhming Mawii, and many
others including myself, participated. in. his 2007 National Level Painting Workshop at
Bhairabkunda, Odalguri, Bodoland, Assam.

CONCLUSION:

Eminent Art.historian Amit Mukhopadhyay describes as, “Maneswar is one such
printmaker who has just not remained a printmaker but has successful in establishing authorship
of the singleness.of the unique elements of social issues that has dominated his oeuvre. These
social/political, issues make Maneswar’s prints as NOTABLE.” !4 T think, untimely death of
Maneswar Brahma would create a void, emptiness among all artists’ fraternity in Assam and
beyond. Eminent art historian Moushumi Kandali speaks as obituary to Maneswar Brahma at
inaugural speech of Retrospective art exhibition of Gokul Chetri in Nagaon as, He is no more,
although he has the light, the light of his works of art.... Worth to mention as Pragjyotish Centre
for Cultural Research has organised a Solo Exhibition of Maneswar Brahma, curated by eminent

Ay
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art historian Amit Mukhopadhay entitled as “UNCEREMONIAL Notable Prints of Maneswar
Brahma” curated by Amit Mukhopadhyay at Assam State Museum, Guwahati in collaboration
with Assam State Museum from 27" March to 4™ March 2019 which was appreciated by critics,
artists’ fraternity and art lovers. As concluding my writing with an excerpt of A writing by
Phanindra Talukdar published in the catalogue “UNCEREMONIAL Notable Prints of Maneswar
Brahma”, in which he writes as, “Though we think that since the post —independence the art
practice of North-eastern region has been in progressing state or manifested intoydivers’ voices
rendering individual self-reflexivity, but the core subjective and visual linguistic analogy is yet a
question of intervention. Intervention or enactment is itself a seeing, thesseeing is indeed need of
an open institutional pedagogy by questioning the fundamental proposition of collective dialect
and cultural location. Perhaps, the mode of questioning or seeing'is only a path to have its own

cultural location, the identity, the political representation dnd aesthetics.” ']
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Fig:2: Maneswar Brahma
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Fig: 3: At group exhibition undo objects, Karnataka Chitrakala'Parishath, Bangalore 2006

Fig. 4: Maneswar Brahma, Unfinished story 111, lithograph, 2004, 70x55 cm

(Image courtesy to Swrji Brahma)
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Fig. 5: Maneswar Brahma, Victim, lithograph, 2004, 70x55 cm

(Image courtesy to Swrji Brahma)

Fig.6: Maneswar Brahma, Untitled, 2010, etching, 35x50 cm

(Image courtesy to Swrji Brahma)
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Abstract:

The sociology of art is a subfield of sociology that examines the intersection of society and the
production, distribution, and consumption of art. It investigates how art and culture reflect,
influence, and shape social structures, identities, and relationships. This field explores the roles
that artists, art institutions, markets, and audiences play-in the creation and reception of artistic
works, while also considering the social and political contexts in which art is produced. Key
themes include the commercialization of art, the-social function of art in different societies, the
impact of class, gender, and ethnicity on artistic expression, and the role of institutions like
museums, galleries, and media in shaping  cultural consumption. By focusing on the social
dynamics surrounding art, the sociology- of art provides insights into how art contributes to
societal change, reinforces or challenges power structures, and reflects broader cultural values
and norms. The main aims and objectives of the study of the sociology of art are: 1. Through the
study of sociology of art, care will be taken to analyze the various social activities of art, 2.
Efforts will be made to examine the social meaning of art through the study of the sociology of
art, 3. Through the study.of the sociology of art, care will be taken to investigate the relationship
between art and various social inequalities. The main method of studying the sociology of art is
analytical. The review method will also be taken as a method in the context of judging the
relationship between art and society.

Key Words: Art, sociology, sociology of art, artistic society, social art.
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] Gibet TR R oeEdd (1 s19ice 2 f{fen Tifes @ Fioi @M Fels 2elie 3
OICF| ST S | FEeta Teregs Fells b [iey ARG f2picel wis1 AT Svig-emi
O RO RIS T (251l BIKtsT (BB | Perl2 AN oz, FroN offefd o<
Yo% (s 2fswlrs e, *feiel $RF o I dgiEe Taw @2 [aEs wiffs [eiE
e TTeg T FE TOre TR @[ SR TH - @@, focel, S o qali®ie W@
ANEE FRFRNE @FEWE T A9 T W 3R RIS SNFE Fez 2, a1
Gores Rfeq w7 2fowE [Fazers, Fa AR, T R[] Tz il 62, F6 I90E [art
market] (FCWCE TN F(I I 2 FeAF o7 Tago19 Al FTe (@G delfo 12, TERe
werece [Rfey ANE @ Fiete IR R oiF 7R &Fames. e 2, e sfkqes =i
Agod ARBTO T2 (@M SARZel @91 2, KR S fSfehet ool Fe19 Seoive o<

2TF IRLRT @FEME dolfie FR_z 2

0.% TN TF % SH*]

5IFeTIS AAETOG LT LY o7 O BEEPTIR T -

>, MEretv Meog SR Gi<ce, MErwers [y e FrRiwseptR Reswe St ag
91 ®]|I

3. FEFaT ITIorog SERWS.SREce HEea e o1 «{Srw SR o F91 291

o, MEET NGO SKREN SCo Fe7l Ok [ieq NG (@I Mew F/F Sepigia
SR g FF.271

0.9 TS ANGS

PP Neog SR YL owie [[eaRelse | el o ANes Ao [plks
29 TAFIGT G O] SeTge 2510l (el 2]

5.0 IO TRYITS FHFwelq TAAerog
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FIETeT TIIeTog Ifel (FIR1 IO W2 SRAIFEIGIT Ted et =N et «ifopia (e
B GF Gioel AFIR IMEE @ TR *fodT e Tew A e belmome Jeros
TR VIGT @5 [va IR TS FRfRel | SrgemTies! G oS [Jean-
Marie Guyau]¥ “Art from a Sociological Perspective”d WX IHaILTH (CIfoF AREGT LTS
(T ITANEGTOIGH YRR 91 FeTld I FACe (0B Piafet | af¥et T2 [Emile Durkheim],
1 TR A A==t ot Tfkifee, (967 @191 dems AN ARG F96-FRE
IR ARE GF RPN toxT e, & e FEres Teoees aelfe sRRe (Riley,
n.d.) Wi eo@ [aesthetic sociology]d W IANerogs «ib *14F fKpies ey T (Fad
oA e RR Ffed | g R *fopR SRSl INE{wE, s, e 2oz
HE IFAMHTT WGF A @UEE AQ@ oG 7 AR (S, TRCe Gnas @ g0
AN ©Oifes R8s T©FE @Gl [Theodor W. Adorno] N IF0IR @&IfNE [Walter
Benjamin]¥ %(d (&2 ANGE SN N0 9Mf@F Gee IR 709 829 @y oIl
IR ST @ GF I "I@W?ﬁ a7 Ffafket, (Lentricchia, 1985)1 Rl =R ereisl
w1 el P REReR sTerogs TR S-S f2picel aifow w1 «ft st 5if e
Ffafeet | i@ AT [Pierre Bourdieu]d\ W3 IS L'amour de lart [Sdus]od W &
QMo PICS (Faeeas egsfeld PR fiee, & Fefl Tesme, [ogd o qees delfo
9] ANGP FRPETT 8299, 3% MRS (Tittenbrun, 2016)1 SRS e FHR [Herve
Fischer], GF% (3% [Fred.Forest] Sl &e-2/a (2«0 [Jean-Paul Thenot]§ W& I ABIO
TS GF (HfES SIS, [Art Movement] 25105 Aeroif$F a1 [Sociological art]2 @fo®i
e | R SCHEE oI o910 Sivs A [REpnEs ANR s | [ oi® @ik
fSFI I FeeT ol ASDI [Art Institutions], el &9 [Art Markets]|¥ @ﬁ?ﬁ NISSIeIes
el i SR e fSfias dfs wifde S M ieees (Favd oS
P99 23 (Davies & Sigthorsson, 2013)1 FERFET ANGOgd @F Y4 To-(Fd 2B (o1
Ffoq INE©g [Sociology of Culture] 61 @it g Faq KM 231 3o s LR o
IS fFOI9-2[@ O FTAPTRS (FqLe 75 90 [T AT I |

o FFwelq IMerogs AHfeT Fio
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> Tl SRl Wi RN [y ANifee @i aer

A ST S IR @oT AMMEE @A 2eR 2z 9F IR IE TSI
SRS SAf€Gal | FeE SeAieTee @l 3 4 i iR 24 -

3. T JLAoF @A ETRPTRE TR eI 2w, el ANEl o< AAgER-2widl oifre
AZE AR I | FeTo (SSEETRT MES (SRMIISIE Tl SPiael I AGRA TS
1 TR ReKe 9 oo opefir @i oifds SNmaee @2 w9
foere oixiarzd o< e 14 YA = (Tittenbrun, 2016),

¥, [T AICIET [Pierre Bourdieu]d G oL ARG 2@ d<goiel | @2 el Sepifs
ffey Afes @M ARReCe Fgla oF{T FaR AR o7 ST OF @50 AReY
@FI G erelfte w1 o g Fefl gwE AKLece @it [WE e @iie
Pe AT @[ ¢l I, R o2 @ @oR anes Bfes B $@ (Tittenbrun,

2016),

5I. ffer siifes @@ RiceiE! Mew RRRes ¢ sfeafe ot e s @ i)
TR (SSETRT NG ReNT 7 gefis @ (s FEmte faes
wfverse] S e e wel i Srizse T, i Ml o i Fei g s
M, @ (@8R dfv @<.[fen AN (@99 (FIRE I A (OSETF TN
NGB0 AfOFeno P |

VRIS IR IR0 A T 2y Afes = e -

3. ffen e @i s Sqaisl oo 9 ewgeld o e ) T TH el
J ToF el o1 51l 91 21 (IS Wbece @ AG fosfiel (Heinich, 1997),

2, T ST ®AT SIS Fell (@0 AT AN S+ AN ofug o191 Sfds 70(F
R 2AE 1 TS I ENEQNE T oS i 9/Aq Tl [street art] o1Z% BRI
M,

5. OARPRG ANGS FRAFER, (FH SF FabD LARET ATEACS TOGS AP Fe
fEpitsicz ol 91 21 ozge wel PR o9 o, e B e srawnn

MAJULLE: A Mulii-fingual Multi-Disciplinary e-Magazine  *<.5%°  Vol-02|Issue-01|2025|March Page | 16


http://www.majuliemagazine.com
mailto:Majuliejournal@umkcollege.in

\_v

ISSN:3049-0812

Mt L rguald

w (/WJJE:V @MJAMV

MAJULIE A Multi-Lingual Multi-Disciplinary e-Magazine
q 2 o 2 4 \)

Cp g0 Web.: www.majuliemagazine.com, e-Mail: majuliejournal@umkcollege.in
Published by: Digital Learning Cell, UMK College, Majuli-785105, Assam, India

SRE S A7 T F91 ARFOP I 7T FINCE 70F NPIes sjoeh @Roreers
T (PTG GG AR YIS 9B FCI (Tittenbrun, 2016).

9, FeAF ANGE W bF =il 92T 91 44l G IR o] TRAZF (DS
NG fBfo o TMgfos forda avea I @61 TAR et 51y F1 (21 IR | (DS
SR e wifdezes Afe o ofedifde Feree seEeR bE et qy@e [ReiE
1 o SNfEs oefi @Teead IR @S 781 (2 T2 |

R FEsete foeq el

et fokold 2o @Bl @I @RE REw 2 e @F obw, afszbe s
Trreceite eI wiEifse [kaw 2R sifeR oifes 7{@ [artistic, creation][d *IF AW I
W [representation], S SR St [ Stk AFREEE T FRET @) T
@ Wiz e el Teres A S w CFQO AR i1 4K ﬂ*{%b\_@ (Milestone
& Meyer, 2020)| SY~IfY &1 G A6ABT T FREOR 91 774l C2tz, IR Forgaes @2
o feePTFers Srmie fce e S otz 1 Sl SfEepecet aifrmel, soesiieel o em=fae
AR FAre! ool (TEF 36T TN To0 >[I 9% Refers el ehimiz T3
g O el P el < e WiRer FEpiwcet A TIpETe K @ <l
vy 3l elfoFies evms wwy M3 e AN Prare r Wl &feet | Rekite wmmes R
afegiPie a1 heifas [Raaae [mythological themes]d¥ I oe-s6 F919 ?ﬂ%?ﬁ IERIRCESH
ifE effofaiiess Wi S[FI0Es ofkise qResdlics (IR (2w | oiaiE 5[ 91 T bacel
A sfFTeliEe FREEteRl T4 @ee e S0 R Sts-fR SIeE @)1 SIS[m
HCWITC [feminist. art movement] FeTIS SMOIFIAS] ?1*21!31@143 foiesl S o TR
(Arbabzadeh et al., 2018) | (12 AR T Faorece e e e [aaaw 2ot oy
/353, (ool T IT R @Fe [o Tfvwes [ @< T8 T O Rrel 78 Fe9
Toous faisl oiFolifey @femre e [ o olifowg (orekir afsffies »q1 s s w1
S SF Fell] TGN WA AFENCE AR -1 7[FI e Ifg7ioq 7o Wz
FIEPTRE FPo #1061 Wik [ ANFFO| O[G FAICE el AGIRITT FYI (T TSIl
oz oY SAReT 2fou @2 wibe AfRmrers FEvee (e el ofises wiEee $R<E ot

Ay
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IR0 O 777 I T W AT G 2proci G2l $29 =6 [Queer art] SN
fores1-fR2w Tl wfefes gl @24 AT S ANES Fell AN 5B G IRz T Arefes
NS FHEReTd NG sfReqs gl 2pitsie IR T @2 C91(R (Lentricchia, 1985)!1

PTG PIEEbia A oeERe a1 R, givesdl o el Y foielg erelfie S
iRz | SR T*(F GO (W REREIRT T O EET IR Ol oRef2 ek I
oNfat® (Seyfert, 2012)1 (SICESI, AR T Fell GRS [C0col @F AT o139 srwofifog
T | G @ HfeHEl SrEfe e S PiRee ol AN w6 @ee gL 6l (ofes
I AR (BB T LTS |

2.9 Gif® [Race], SIfo3S! [Ethnicity] % Hge

oIS, Tifoorel i FEFed WeR TF Teld | @M [feq Fees afeafem e
Sl FET oY S{f{e3e e e WFE M@ 2 AR i 2fowfers FI1 AN TR
3fozrre Tifvse o Tiformele ARARES “fe=kl oiF AR SR IR T Fa1P
JIER PR O @RI SHAREETORM O O 90N SOEERT @i &A@ S
GoroTS FFT ol ToZI7 91 (2R (Young, 2010)1 2N RISICo FeT2 2R F2MRERT
AR (SR FI 27T e AT T AN FLGe M G =l e Zoise
T SRz 0% oemE AgoF REE [cultural appropriation]d AREITS! AR CFaS AW
wife Wi iforMely Nee (s | S AFos A~ Qb [Feg =il & Rl
FA % FI9 AT FIHNCR Jfere IRORIE 24 T (2= (Young, 2010)!

SINRICS FERE RHPCE (@96 ARG el T Aoee agfizosd TRz
e fifen 28y Fon ofts afofafies A el s o sl [fen oifs o<
TifeTels e JUei| HEHme SRS FER FiE AAZER S (GTHANRIES (OSEFT A2eT
F AvEaie @bael i disT 63 IR Wzl [NRg F602 & AT T2MRT AR (OSER
Gife S SifesTelsre #fKbae oEsed S99 M 9F Feesd TR Zp1eel SN TS G IO+
FEPRE A ANGT TR, @A ©F ARGOT T_IHF TP AN A (OGP

Eesie wNifzet f2Bitel IR FRC (AR (Lentricchia, 1985)!
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YR 2eiRe T FETaR Agos s[>[l, W T:THY FE @F0F AR 9P el
Aol Zoel T @1 FEPRE A ANEE SR AN I F O NP
ARG IR AMEGF © [Social Commentary] REICH (VST R IRZT I |

3.8 FHEwel, EAfe o SRS

REeeT], IrTAINe o LRGT ME AT AF Tog 2o 9 Sl 4o eT or<e
Gioe] A= 2AMC T 3G1 PR It TReve | @Rz a@es 2z #Eseaiz
“fe=ett SIS S retafos ©iRy febicsl T F WfR® (Lentricchia, 1985) | b Al
i< NG TP RIE Terisiol Jfa SR IR TS IO Dipag 791 FeTgR T
Afoqam e RPN I8 ACIER ARG G 5jfo gfel R Iecefos smewoe
oo FRI 2NE1 I 59F" S ICAOF IRIPPTRES (SSEF Tof o fifeq
IROPIR TS bl A FERAR RS IRE ¢ [fen sfere vsaieT oreiReers
fEets T ofisw ot gfeRes, Toafes @oras Sae e afser sk A
AGASS T Ao FRATAS Faetis T2 FR A RA7 Ko aiga Mers gomfe
oE Ayl Ifaw @ e AlgoF I6AS [Cultural Diplomacy[d @& =ife=iet gfer
fepitole aRe SR AR (Atta & “Siddiq, 2023)1 RiSics, 539 @R o)]fF fwan 3fer
e 311 il wfeaieE GFI61F KI5 [censor] I 7S FRIS AAIF |

el o SENfoq ST>Fs oo | FEFeN ITEIT 95 Give 6§ s G|
3 G AFRT ST, TS TR (GIeed, [og<, HeeRs e [RNEeFRT v e sege
(2 AIF (Davies' & Sigthorsson, 2013)! IBTRG T 3T Rfeq 9 @ FANE @9Te]
[artisti¢ merit], AfSRPF WFg oF IGRT 29l [market trends]d €3 S| FEFenF AR
RIS @95 oM Ze1a GRI =1 e 49 e o fSINEIE ewgsd oM e
sl GG T FCE | ZIF TS IS0 e |6 [art funds] TNE ¢F [ER IRBT S
9focg, R REGEEFTHTT TR IR Sexlazed R @ffe IR veava, 78,
fTenzs i [eieoes 73 Heeaifeiesd SmolEiE 326 ﬁ@"?ﬁﬂ TS [creative economy[9

Ay
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G Fgsld SRSl et FF1 92 TWIENEG O SRidfes e THlR sisl sjRcel
wf<Zel] @9 (Davies & Sigthorsson, 2013)! AT ‘iﬁﬁ AR Tl 55 (oS 7B 1T |
G2 (TGO PIFN WF e TRZesq MOPNEIE SRR SEWE, ICHRR SF Siey
YT LT TR FiH GO @GR e AR wRpRe MR /T | FEre eTe
ST G deRT Telco (FFOUR TR IR AfRTSS WA AT [modification]
s 21 GZREeE Felie T o [ R0 AND Zpiest s F91 TR T
2SR T (X1 FIEPeT 2R SF ool @il =% 23|

e, Sreeie oie wdfe - @8 fofada (Fa sfeRelE Sleriales et
MR AT FeTT IELF delfqe F7 {17, B (ot [Kfen wdafor dReE ID™Ee
@@ @9l i Sfeafe iR a1 @l IR SR REl 551 0 SeRwRT b e
MoCo iAo ST 7kl el @R AEREl ) U o weitfor TwiziRe
zreets DIl O TEIRITT AeliFS TR M |

R.¢ e wiefas 4RR

isrpetls orieefors Al ol T 3eT0s A5-DRSCINTO (FCamcs FEbb] TpiRe oz
IR [globalization] (Fcmes 1 Hmboie aeite Sz, T Ao T o=l F5i<-
PRSI ARG @@ Zpia [REval I/ o) ezl T9R-52PE MY FEhees
M M@ T oSl oprerTel oiE v fZpie Szl weRniE @R
ATl ST TERET APCIRS fREI F9R-bRIEIE MR Agos fNermghim weg SN 03
(Davies & Sigthorsson, 2013) ! W"ﬂ% IRERZSIEY FNI-DRIPTRS +/fI53 S bRg AT A G
agsl Bl 2llele 31 el SZIo [installations] e, (MieT-b@ i< fod fod Flofe)-
MRS AFHR, [design] G2IITPTRS AF] 5 foptsipe e sifizet @y =i @2 WS
SIRATF O RN ARG T FCI | A TRCETS HRAEPRF o SRS HEees
wifzer f&pieel R ST A o FEweniR veisepnRs iR kefe Iw s e
SIS STPTICIIN AN GRS AN i Hlerol T612 10 | F99-52IRIET IS TH-IALFO
[sub-cultures|§ RF™ 96| @3 6, (TEIS o4, IF %3 7T IO FeEE '@‘7{—5{@'%@'1 «9<-
HRIIEETO U ?ﬁﬁm ISR H@‘ (| FEPAR (FGUNS (R [globalization[¥ 2R 2T

R
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91 “AfKeTfFe &= (Carroll, 2007)I IS IS 5 wie FHET @il ol a1 @Y
SSCT e (TR 72| S| FEeers (el ik FRZER AW TN 9P SAGE o
FEGE ATl o5 WS T F0E1 TR0 o [ien fEfede ayfewse s Areererel
37 T ST SR R Qi) wero 2 Rl = Il [collaboration] #IRGsT &S
| I e g 999529 FEreetls (e RIS (2021 (9t F91<-52SCNT o e
REn, e o E ﬁﬁmﬂﬂ}@s TS SPRC PRI R [globalization]d Fer=Cs
I5FeTl BhTO UF 2FIRT W%W 35399 [cultural hybridity] I #1202 o< e ffea
I goie Wy wgd i wfeqfer R sl Siwziee fefaber el S Sergs ot
EEFEPIR MEwey oiele WA gRede wRen R b e T@ 9Bl 26N
AT I IR (ST BT TS FEee wq T8 (2,80 I8V e (RgLe
BBRC6T @Meolfr <R R 21295(11 519 =I91 @ @i 93 Srenizeflers o1 2 tarz

AfRTeae] AT, odtafor ol afere wfes afsfargmee Ferpes S S
feas e 7 ozl Fol wslie T@iR v Fee afedfE ol Sfvwerets (@R
[globalization[d FoRC 561 TR FeTSE. Wfediie wF Sfveel @R 427 25l 5o
#1202 (Carroll, 2007)!

2 el S FCFg

R aoe Ifes TeFge Fe9 BB (967 JommTel WiF TeR=e Twiie I3
AN SgEe oF, A0 OF SO 20T e afeafer afs SqEemEe o
AT TR TR AR e oy FRI A TSR 9N (o= it @ et
Ferge THE-NSIRE B9t 7 FR9 A& (Wang et al, 2021)1 IARE Forqe awfife
ez ¢i2. 2fouis e oiF AkgoT @ikF adfowlers ST i1 Femrer @isift @i
@A @S ARGY I SR 21 I &S o w9 eve 2foqne e R e
e IR R A1 Refelw, Reasq o e ek @6NaEeR i@ H e
el IR @ol wiF RiFoR oo Wzee =il ot e o[t T 0% o S
eers, Kot Aoled trae sml 4B @RI TAPRE-SRS sivmel & [T @ 910
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T} @3 2FRT BfFA a1 = @ =190 [Art therapy]l [Rfea Reets macm @2 bleeon sf7
W O3 sifesters! wifaq s (Wang et al., 2021)|

ot fRTeae ofiafor o AMGs AR afefaamat Mo o FhE
eq R fees [Rfe @ izl fEda agfes S FE o seee SN i
TG AR O GRS A PR FAHT I S TRAMTHNeToq GF Y FLS =1
et o1 2fowe Fi9e &=

9,0 TN
BN (10 oS @1 Preiesng 2o -
>, MIEelT TTIeToge Fe7 O INGH WEF Gioe] TP 8ATC IF A7 SAE I

Yl avia I 1 2 ANG QIR AN, Seiafos o qaefes =fer™m o
R0 I FVITFOICT ST |

R PE Tieeeg Rl Merer< s wiwe quaiel AN @b TeRelEe
TEYE (% AT O elfowire a1 2 R Tfes wee, @@ @@, fzel, afe, o

Triforrel, tHifee Sfegie o Jfvsve wFoge deifie |

o, MIEPETT SO FIO] S (AT IF G @RS | 7FIoP T M FoIre
SefSiieTel Si< AR 50T 9 gyl Bl it w1

8. MR ARG, Jen(1E, g o Tomiq afsweiee @il AMEs oy, Ieees
Aol O ARGOF T A 9F *fe=iel gl 2o T FR[T AT

¢. Rfen Fele Teoive ol RIS 89199 (IR [globalization] ®N< fUf&chel eRfe
FFTSIE 2O/ (FTRR 1 €2 I GEIE Faet Toroete w8 e sfacz) s =i
TR TR TG el 1S, SF TP AefiRocINI! S 0=

b, TN NGOy SRS TR HEdel] O AN Ao [HH© A>EMee ey
vl B9 txezrl Acs  HAfRpR ffid, e Ol @ e e offkEE

GOeTOIEIRIR] FNF T 93061 MgFens 92T FR[K =91 T
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Abstract:

In the current era of globalization, many indigenous languages around the world are
facing existential threats. This is primarily due to the advancement of technology and civilization,
which brings people closer together, leading to the homogenization of languages and cultures.
Consequently, powerful and dominant languages and cultures are gradually overshadowing and
absorbing the smaller indigenous ones. Additionally, the younger generation is abandoning their
native languages and cultures in favor of more widely spoken and prevalent ones. This
existential crisis is not limited to the global stage but is also affecting various indigenous
communities in Assam. Recently, many small indigenous languages spoken in Assam have seen a
rapid decline in usage and popularity. A significant number of these languages are now
classified as endangered. Therefore, it is imperative to prioritize the preservation and revival of
these endangered languages to raise awareness and take necessary actions while there is still
time.

Keywords: Language, Endangered, Indigenous, Assam, Linguistic Status, UNESCO,
Preservation, Usage, Script, Technology.
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fefRwier, 22 g, 2098,

e Crystal, David . Language Death, Cambridge University Press, 2002.

o Shphamy, FElana. Language Policy: Hidden agender and new approaches. 1971.

o Sallabank, Julia. Language Endangerment: Problems and Solutions, eSharp, Communicating
Change: Representing Self and Community in a Technological World, Special Issue, pp. 50-
87, 2010.

e UNESCO Ad Hoc Expert Group on Endangered Languages, Language Vitality and
Endangerment, Document Submitted to the International Expert Meeting on UNESCO
Programme Safeguarding of Endangered Languages, Paris, 10-12 March, 2003.
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e  https;//www.ethnologue.com/

e http://www.ethnologue.com/about/language-status
e  https://www.unesco.org/en.india
e  https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000187026

e hitps;//www Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger. Com
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e Deuti Shyam, 72, Golaghat.

e Rita Shyam, 49, Golaghat.

e SamSeng Baun, 70, Karbi-ang-long.
e Tebom Namchoom, 73, Lakhimpur.
e Podum Manche, 50, Lakhimpur.

e Nang Manpoong, 21, Lakhimpu
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Dr. Bimal Basumatary

Designation : Assistant Professor, Department of Assamese, Bihpuria College, Lakhimpur,

Assam, India, e-Mail ID: bimalbasumatary.lkh@gmail.com

Abstract:

Modern Bodo poetry represents a significant evolution in the \literary tradition of the Bodo
community, one of Northeast India's indigenous groups. Rooted in rich-oral traditions of folk songs, ritual
chants, and nature-centric verses, contemporary Bodo poetry has transitioned into a dynamic medium of
cultural expression and socio-political commentary. This paper.examines the historical trajectory and
defining characteristics of modern Bodo poetry, analyzing ‘how it negotiates between tradition and
modernity.

Historically, Bodo poetry was deeply connected to agrarian life, animistic beliefs, and community
rituals. The colonial encounter and subsequent Christian missionary activities in the 19th century
introduced written forms of the Bodo language,\laying the foundation for literary development. The 20th
century witnessed a renaissance with the._establishment of the Bodo Sahitya Sabha (1952), which
standardized the language and promoted_literary production. The late 20th century saw poetry become
intertwined with the Bodo identity movement, as poets articulated demands for autonomy and linguistic
recognition.

Thematically, modern. Bodo poetry reflects a shift from folklore to contemporary concerns,
including ethnic identityy.ecological degradation, urbanization, and gender dynamics. Stylistically, it has
moved beyond traditionalimetrics to embrace free verse, experimental forms, and multilingual influences,
incorporating Assamese, Hindi, and English elements. Feminist voices have also emerged, challenging
patriarchal norms.and exploring women's agency.

Despite-its vibrancy, modern Bodo poetry faces challenges, including limited institutional support
and a lack-of translations. However, its adaptability ensures its continued relevance, offering a unique
lens into the Bodo community's cultural resilience and evolving identity. This study highlights the need for
greater academic engagement with Bodo literature to amplify its presence in India's multilingual literary
landscape.

Keywords: Bodo poetry, Northeast Indian literature, ethnic identity, linguistic revival, modernism
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Designation : Assistant Professor, Department of Assamese, Dhing College, , Assam, India, e-
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Abstract:

The relationship between literature and the environment, though long-standing, has acquired
renewed relevance in the contemporary context, as environmental concerns have become
increasingly global. While-science and technology offer various solutions to these ecological
crises, they are often insufficient without a fundamental shift in human consciousness—
particularly the prevailing. anthropocentric worldview. Literature has emerged as a powerful
medium for fostering-environmental awareness, especially among younger generations. In
Assamese literature;especially from the late twentieth century onward, a conscious engagement
with environmental issues has begun to take shape, with the novel becoming a prominent vehicle
for this discourse. This paper examines the representation of environmental consciousness in a
selection.of Assamese novels written for children and adolescents—Yat Ekhon Habi Asil, Aranya
Rodan, 4ranyar Bandhu, Prithivir Morom, and Seujiya Upatyakar Katha. It highlights how these
works aim to cultivate ecological responsibility from an early age, thereby contributing to the
development of a more environmentally conscious and accountable future generation.

Keywords:

Environmental Awareness, Assamese Children's Literature, Ecocriticism, Contemporary
Assamese Novels
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Abstract:

This paper explores the pioneering poetic contributions_of Jamuneswari Khataniar, recognized
as the first modern Assamese woman poet of the Romantic era. Chetana magazine, edited by
Ambikagiri Raychoudhury, served as a crucial platform that brought Khataniar's work to public
attention, significantly contributing to her-literary recognition. Through a close reading of her
poem Mrityusandhya, the paper examines her successful engagement with transcendental themes,
which preceded the more widely acknowledged contributions of Nalini Bala Devi in this domain.
Despite her short life and limited published output, Khataniar's poetry—especially her collection
Arun (1919), published prior.to-her marriage—reveals remarkable depth of thought, thematic
diversity, and stylistic originality. While many of her poems remained unpublished during her
lifetime, their later compilation in Jamuneswari Khataniarar Rachanawali underscores her
enduring literary significance. By situating her work within the broader context of early 20th-
century Assamese _literature, this paper highlights Khataniar's role in shaping modern Assamese
poetic expression and-affirms the lasting value of her innovative voice.

Keywords: Jamuneswari Khataniar, Modern Assamese poetry, Romanticism, Transcendentalism
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Abstract:

The 20th century witnessed the emergence of stylistics as a distinct academic discipline, situated
at the intersection of linguistics and literary ‘criticism. The primary objective of stylistics is to
uncover the intended meaning and aesthetic-value embedded in literary texts by analyzing
linguistic elements such as sound, word.choice, and sentence structure. These elements, and their
application and distribution, help .determine a writers unique style. While discussions on style
date back to ancient and medieval”European literature—initially as a branch of rhetoric—
thinkers like Plato and Aristotle contributed significantly to early stylistic thought. In the modern
era, especially during the Romantic period and the 20th century, scholars like Charles Bally, a
student of Saussureyalong with critics such as Richards, Eliot, and Leavis, established stylistics
as a linguistic.and literary method of analysis. A crucial aspect of stylistic analysis is lexical
context, ‘which, reveals deeper meanings hidden in specific word choices. This paper explores
such stylistic elements in the works of Jyotiprasad Agarwala, a revered figure in Assamese
literature. Words like jyoti, alok, shilpi, and sundar, serve as key indicators of his philosophical

and personal identity, reflecting his creative ethos across various literary forms.

Keywords: Jyotiprasad Agarwala, Marker Word, Stylistics, Lexical Context, Literay stylistics
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Political Contributions and Role of Assamese

Women During the Ahom Periods

Mr. Debasish Das

Designation : Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, UMK College; Majuli,

Assam, India-785105, e-Mail ID: debasish.dax88@gmail.com

Abstract

This research Paper critically examines the political contribution and role of Assamese
women during the Ahom period (1228—1826), a time when Assam witnessed the consolidation of
a powerful monarchy, administrative expansion;~and’ cultural integration. While the Ahom
political system was largely patriarchal, women—~especially queens and royal consorts—played
influential roles in governance, diplomacy, religious reforms, and socio-cultural life. Figures
such as Jaymati Konwari, remembered for-her martyrdom and moral strength, and Phuleshwari
Kunwari, known for her unprecedented-rule as a female monarch, are re-evaluated through a
gender-sensitive historical lens. The study further explores the indirect but significant roles
played by women in conflict mediation, moral guidance, and cultural patronage.

Drawing from Buranjis (Ahom.chronicles), literary texts, folklore, and modern reinterpretations
in cinema and academic discourse, the Paper highlights the symbolic and actual power of these
women. It also interrogates historiographical silences and the marginalization of women's
narratives in traditional history. Ultimately, the article argues that despite formal exclusions
from power, Assamese women exerted considerable influence in shaping the political and moral
fabric of Ahom society, and their legacy remains central to understanding Assam’s socio-political
evolution,

Keywords : Assamese Women, Ahom Period, Political Contribution, Historical Leadership
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Introduction

The Ahom dynasty, which reigned over Assam for nearly six centuries (1228-1826 CE),
established one of the most enduring and influential kingdoms in the history of Northeast India.
Founded by a Tai prince named Sukaphaa, who migrated from present-day Yunnan, China, the
Ahom state gradually evolved into a powerful polity characterized by a centralized
administration, a well-organized military system, and a complex socio-cultural fabric.- While the
political narrative of Assam during this period is often cantered around kings; military generals,
and male nobility, a deeper examination of historical sources reveals ‘that - women—especially
those within the royal and aristocratic circles—also played vital, though often understated, roles

in the political domain.

Assamese women during the Ahom period were more than mere figures confined to the
private or domestic sphere. Despite existing within a predominantly patriarchal structure, several
women exerted direct and indirect influence over. matters of state, governance, diplomacy, and
even military strategy. Their contributions, however, have largely remained in the shadows of
historical discourse, often relegated to footnotes or brief mentions in the chronicles. This
marginalization reflects a broader historiographical trend where women's roles in politics and

public life are underrepresented or overlooked entirely.

This article seeks-to address this scholarly gap by exploring the political agency and
influence of Assamese women during the Ahom rule. It aims to illuminate how women—queens,
consorts, noblewomen, and other female figures—engaged with power, contributed to statecraft,
and influenced the socio-political developments of their time. Special attention will be given to
notable figures such as Bor Raja Phuleshwari Kunwari, Ambika Devi, and Jaymati Konwari,

among others, whose lives and actions had lasting impacts on the political landscape of Assam.

The research draws on a variety of sources, including the Buranjis (Ahom court
chronicles), literary texts, folklore, and secondary historical analyses. By employing a gender-
sensitive lens, this study not only seeks to reconstruct the political narrative from a more
inclusive perspective but also challenges the conventional understanding of power dynamics in

ST
R
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pre-modern Assamese society. Furthermore, it explores the intersections between gender, politics,
and religion, revealing how these women navigated and, at times, redefined the boundaries of

their roles.
Literature Review:

The political role and contribution of Assamese women during the Ahom petiod’ (1228—
1826 CE) have long remained an underexplored area in the historiography of Northeast India.
Although patriarchal structures dominated medieval Assamese society; rexisting literature
provides instances where women exercised significant influence in both court politics and

societal affairs.

Baruah (1993), in his landmark study Last Days ofAhom Monarchy, critically analyzes
the sociopolitical environment of the late Ahom era and.acknowledges the role of royal women
in succession disputes and political decision-making.~He particularly emphasizes the case of
Queen Phuleswari, whose religious reforms and-political interventions had lasting consequences

on the monarchy&#39;s stability.

Guha (1983), in Medieval and/Early Colonial Assam: Society, Polity, Economy, offers a
structural understanding of the roles\assigned to women within the Ahom polity. His analysis of
agrarian, artisanal, and religious institutions demonstrates that Assamese women participated
actively in economic produetion and occasionally in community decision-making processes,

although their publicpelitical roles remained limited.

Dutta (2007), through Women in the Political and Cultural History of Assam, focuses
specifically- on-the political agency of elite Assamese women. Drawing from Buranjis (Ahom
royal chrenicles), folklore, and literary sources, Dutta highlights episodes where women such as
Phuleswari and Ambika Devi acted as regents and cultural patrons, influencing statecraft and

religious affairs.

Sarma (2010), in his article Inscriptions and Copper Plate Grants of Assam: A Gendered

Reading, undertakes a unique epigraphic approach to uncover women&#39;s roles in the

MAJULLI: A Multi-Lingual Multi-Disciplinary e-Magazine RELEYEY VOl-OZlISSue-Ol|2025|Mal‘ch Page | 102


http://www.majuliemagazine.com
mailto:Majuliejournal@umkcollege.in

/

A\-"'

ISSN:3049-0812
JW,ML
g it MAJULIE A Multi-Lingual Multi-Disciplinary e-Magazine
q 2 o 2 4 o . . . e .
Cu _ n® Web.: www.majuliemagazine.com, e-Mail: majuliejournal@umkcollege.in

Published by: Digital Learning Cell, UMK College, Majuli-785105, Assam, India

political and administrative landscape of medieval Assam. His findings show that noblewomen
occasionally received land grants and managed religious endowments, suggesting their indirect

but meaningful participation in governance.

Saikia (2015), through her ethnographic work Oral Histories and Women’s Resistance in
Assam,broadens the scope of inquiry by documenting oral traditions and folk narratives of
ordinary women’s involvement in village governance, war-time provisioning, -and resistance
movements. Her research challenges the elite-centric narrative of Assamese historiography by

incorporating subaltern women’s voices.

Adding to these perspectives, Bhuyan (1968), in Political History of Assam: From the
Earliest Times to the British Period, provides a chronological account of Assam&#39;s political
history and briefly mentions the involvement of women in court intrigues, alliances, and dynastic
succession politics during the Ahom period. While his work predominantly centers on male
rulers, the incidental references to female pelitical® actors offer valuable insights into the

gendered dimensions of Assamese power structures
Administrative and Political Structure

The Ahom polity was characterized by a centralized yet flexible administrative system.
At the apex stood the king (Swargadeo), who was considered semi-divine and wielded absolute
authority. The administrative-framework was supported by a council of ministers known as the
Patra Mantris, which:included key officials like the Burhagohain, Borgohain, Borpatrogohain,
Barphukan, and Barbaruah. These functionaries had both civil and military responsibilities and

were often selected from among the noble clans.

The Ahom kingdom also developed an elaborate landholding and labor system known as
the Paik system, where every adult male was obligated to render service to the state in lieu of
taxes. The system ensured a steady supply of manpower for agriculture, administration, and

warfare. While women were not part of the Paik system, their indirect involvement in supporting
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its functioning—through agriculture, resource management, and artisanal production—was

significant and deserves acknowledgment.

Importantly, the Ahom kings maintained detailed records of their reigns in the form of
Buranjis—chronicles written in both Tai-Ahom and Assamese languages. These historical
documents serve as vital sources for reconstructing the political, cultural, and social life of the
period. Though largely authored by male scribes, Buranjis occasionally refer’to. influential

women, thereby offering glimpses into their roles within the royal court and broader society.
Cultural Syncretism and Inclusion

The Ahoms, originally of Tai origin, gradually assimilated into the indigenous Assamese
culture while also influencing it in meaningful ways. This.process of syncretism led to a unique
cultural synthesis, wherein religious and social norms ‘became more inclusive. The Ahoms
adopted Hinduism, particularly the Vaishnavite and Shakta traditions, though they also retained

elements of their ancestral Tai customs.

This cultural flexibility extended:to. gender roles as well. Unlike many contemporary
Indian dynasties that severely restricted women's public roles, the Ahoms allowed women of
noble and royal birth some degree of visibility and influence in matters of state. Women could
hold land, participate in religious rituals, and, in certain cases, act as regents or advisors. The
presence of powerful queens like Phuleshwari and Ambika Devi exemplifies this relative

openness within the Ahom system.
Political Challenges and the Scope for Female Intervention

The(Ahom kingdom, though powerful, faced numerous internal and external challenges
throughout its history. These included succession disputes, religious tensions, uprisings like the
Moamoria rebellion, and foreign invasions by the Mughals and later the Burmese. Such times of
crisis often opened up space for unconventional power structures, including the increased

involvement of women in political affairs.
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During periods when kings were incapacitated, absent, or spiritually withdrawn, queens
and royal women sometimes assumed administrative control. The most notable example of this is
Bor Raja Phuleshwari Kunwari, who was appointed the de facto ruler when her husband, King
Siva Singha, took to religious life. Her reign marked a rare instance of female sovereignty in

Indian history, and while her policies remain controversial, her authority was widely recognized.

In times of war or rebellion, royal women also took on the roles of mediators, patrons of
public welfare, and political advisors. Their actions during these periods were crucial in
maintaining continuity and stability in governance, showcasing their potential as state actors in a

male-dominated polity.
Women’s Status in Ahom Society

Understanding the political role of women during. the Ahom period requires a nuanced
appreciation of their status within the broader social and cultural framework of the time. While
the Ahom kingdom was predominantly patriarchal, the position of women—especially those of
royal or noble lineage—was notably different from that in many other parts of medieval India.
This distinctiveness was shaped by the “Tai-Ahom roots of the dynasty, their subsequent

assimilation into Assamese society,.and.the pluralistic nature of the kingdom.
Social Hierarchies and Gender Roles

The Ahom society was organized along clan lines known as phoids or khels, which often
had their own occupational specializations. While men dominated political and military spheres,
women played essential roles in sustaining the socio-economic fabric of their communities. In
agrarian households, women were actively involved in rice cultivation, weaving, and household

management—crucial economic activities in the self-sustaining rural economy.

Marriage customs among the Ahoms also allowed for a certain degree of flexibility.
Polygamy was practiced among the royals and nobles, and strategic marriages were often used to
forge political alliances. This gave rise to the presence of multiple queens in the royal household,
each with varying degrees of influence. The chief queen (usually referred to as Bor Konwari or

o
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Bor Raja) often held ceremonial and, at times, administrative power, particularly in the absence

or withdrawal of the king.

Though women were largely excluded from formal state positions such as the Patra
Mantris (ministers) or Phukans (military governors), they exercised what historians term "soft
power"—influencing royal decisions through advisory roles, religious patronage, and courtly

diplomacy.
Property and Legal Rights

One of the more progressive features of Ahom society was the-property rights of women.
Women, especially widows and daughters of nobility, could inherit and manage land. Land
grants were sometimes given to queens or noblewomen as devottar (religious endowments) or
personal property (khata lands), which they could administer independently or through appointed

stewards.

Legal rights were not uniformly codified; but customary laws provided women avenues
for justice in cases of domestic abuse, propetty disputes, or divorce. Women could approach
local gaonburhas (village headmen),or even appeal to the royal court in exceptional

circumstances.

Such provisions, though limited in practice to the upper echelons of society, indicate that

women were not entirely-devoid of agency in legal and economic matters.
Education and Literacy

While there is limited evidence of formal education for women during the Ahom period,
especially. in the early centuries, the later period saw a gradual increase in literary and cultural
participation among noblewomen. Royal households often had private tutors, and queens were

known to be well-versed in scriptures, religious texts, and sometimes even in administration.

Some Buranjis and temple inscriptions hint at women who could read, write, and manage

correspondences—especially in the later 17th and 18th centuries. Cultural practices like Nam-
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Kirtan (devotional gatherings) and Bhakti literature also enabled women to engage in public

religious discourse, subtly enhancing their socio-political visibility.
Role in Rituals and Religious Life

Religion was a powerful domain where women exerted influence, often serving as
patrons, organizers, and participants in important festivals and rituals. Royal women frequently
commissioned temples, sponsored religious scholars, and conducted rituals to.invoke divine
blessings for the state. Queen Phuleshwari’s efforts to elevate Shaktism as astate religion were
rooted not only in her personal belief but also in her political understanding of religion as a

unifying tool.

Women were also vital in domestic religious rituals;. many of which carried symbolic
political importance. For example, queens and noblewomen performed special pujas during

wartime or epidemics, symbolizing their role as protectors of the realm.
Representation in Buranjis and Folklore

The Buranjis, as semi-official ‘court chronicles, mention women occasionally but with
significant implications. For instance; the political intervention of Phuleshwari is recorded not
just as a footnote but as a transformative episode in the kingdom's history. Similarly, folklore,
ballads (Ojapali and Deodhani performances), and oral traditions provide rich accounts of

women's roles that are‘often absent from official narratives.

Figures_like-Jaymati Konwari, whose story of martyrdom has become emblematic of
Assamese bravery and loyalty, are immortalized in folk songs and drama, reflecting how the

collective.memory of Assamese society honors female virtue, resistance, and sacrifice.
Prominent Assamese Women in Politics During the Ahom Period

While most medieval Indian kingdoms maintained strict limitations on women’s
participation in politics, the Ahom dynasty in Assam provides a fascinating exception. Though
power was predominantly held by men, the Ahom court witnessed the rise of several exceptional

o

MAJULLI: A Multi-Lingual Multi-Disciplinary e-Magazine RELEYEY VOl-OZlISSue-Ol|2025|Mal‘ch Page | 107


http://www.majuliemagazine.com
mailto:Majuliejournal@umkcollege.in

/

A\-"'

ISSN:3049-0812
JW,ML
g it MAJULIE A Multi-Lingual Multi-Disciplinary e-Magazine
q 2 o 2 4 o . . . e .
Cu _ n® Web.: www.majuliemagazine.com, e-Mail: majuliejournal@umkcollege.in

Published by: Digital Learning Cell, UMK College, Majuli-785105, Assam, India

women who wielded real influence and authority—either as de facto rulers, trusted advisors, or
moral compasses in times of crisis. This section focuses on the most prominent of these women:
Phuleshwari Kunwari, Ambika Devi, and Jaymati Konwari, among others, highlighting their

political roles and historical significance.
Phuleshwari Kunwari (Bor Raja)

Phuleshwari Kunwari, born as Phulmati, was a Brahmin woman of high'learning and
devout religious belief. She rose to political prominence after marrying Swargadeo Siva Singha
(reigned 1714—1744), one of the most powerful Ahom monarchs. Siva Singha, deeply influenced
by astrology, was advised that his rule would be challenged unless he distanced himself from
state affairs. To mitigate the prophecy, he appointed Phuleshwari’ as the Bor Raja—a title

equivalent to sovereign queen.

This was a significant moment in Ahom histery, as Phuleshwari became the first and
only woman to rule Assam in her own name. ‘As Bor Raja, she assumed administrative powers

and even issued orders in royal edicts (raj-mohars) under her seal !

Her reign was marked by religious assertiveness. A staunch Shakta, Phuleshwari sought
to make Shaktism the state religion; replacing the widely popular neo-Vaishnavite movement
that emphasized egalitarianism and non-violence. She forced the Mahantas (Vaishnavite gurus)
to participate in Shakta rituals, including offerings of animal sacrifices, which were strictly
prohibited in their faith.” This created deep resentment, especially among the Moamorias—a
Vaishnavite sect—which eventually culminated in the Moamoria Rebellion (1769—-1805), a long

and violent uprising that weakened the Ahom kingdom.2

While Phuleshwari's policies remain controversial, her reign was undeniably impactful.
She not only managed state affairs in the king’s absence but also redefined the role of queenship
from being symbolic to that of real authority. Her political engagement, decision-making, and the
consequences of her policies place her among the most powerful female figures in Assamese

history.
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Ambika Devi

Ambika Devi, another queen of Siva Singha, was less politically aggressive than
Phuleshwari but held substantial influence in court politics. After Phuleshwari’s death, Ambika
Devi was elevated to the position of chief queen. Unlike Phuleshwari’s confrontational approach,

Ambika Devi adopted a more conciliatory and spiritual path.

She became a patron of Vaishnavite institutions, perhaps as a response tothe religious
upheaval initiated by Phuleshwari. Historical sources suggest that she played a key role in
restoring peace between the monarchy and Vaishnavite factions. Her efforts to rebuild burnt
monasteries (satras) and support Bhakti scholars were instrumental in reducing tensions with the

influential Vaishnavite clergy.?

Ambika Devi’s reign is a notable example ‘of soft diplomacy through religious
patronage, and her role as a political balancer during a-period of sectarian conflict underlines the

strategic importance of royal women in the Ahom court.
Jaymati Konwari

Perhaps no woman of the Ahom period has captured the imagination of the Assamese
people more than Jaymati Konwari, wife of Gadapani (later King Gadadhar Singha, reigned
1681-1696). Jaymati's contribution was not through direct political rule, but through her

unparalleled martyrdom and loyalty, which had deep political implications.

During the _turbulent years of Debera Borbarua’s autocratic rule, many nobles were
persecuted.. Gadapani went into hiding to avoid execution. Jaymati was captured by the king’s
men, who. sought her husband’s whereabouts. Despite days of torture, she refused to reveal his
location."She ultimately succumbed to her injuries, but her sacrifice enabled Gadapani to survive,

regroup, and later become king, restoring stability to the Ahom kingdom.*

Though she never held office, Jaymati’s sacrifice was a pivotal political act. Her bravery

and moral strength are celebrated in Assamese folklore, literature, and cinema—immortalized by
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Jyoti Prasad Agarwala’s 1935 film Joymoti, the first Assamese film. She remains a symbol of

Assamese patriotism and feminine courage.
Kunwori Chandraprabha and Other Royal Women

While Phuleshwari, Ambika Devi, and Jaymati are the most well-documented, other royal

women also played important, though lesser-known, political roles. For example:

e Kunwori Chandraprabha, a queen of Swargadeo Kamaleswar Singha (reigned 1795—
1811), is known for her attempts to mediate between conflicting noble factions during
the kingdom’s declining years. Her correspondences, preserved in fragmentary records,

reflect her efforts to balance court politics.

o Several unnamed queens acted as intermediaries in. matrimonial diplomacy, arranging
political marriages with neighboring hill states like the Kacharis and Nagas, thereby

strengthening regional alliances.

o Royal widows and dowagers often took temporary control of palace finances, temple
management, and even intelligence during succession crises. Though rarely

acknowledged in chronicles, their influence in backroom politics was substantial.
Women as Political Symbols and Cultural Icons

The Ahom rulers were keenly aware of the symbolic power of queenship. Queens were
central to royal rituals, coronation ceremonies, and state-sponsored religious events. Their
presence legitimized the king’s authority, and their behavior often reflected the moral tone of the

court.

This symbolism had real political weight. A virtuous queen enhanced the king’s image,
while a controversial or unpopular queen (like Phuleshwari among Vaishnavites) could become a
lightning rod for dissent. Thus, queens were both active players and ideological constructs

within Ahom statecraft.
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As a hole we can say that The political contributions of Assamese women during the Ahom
period were far from peripheral. Through direct rule, diplomatic interventions, moral leadership,
and religious patronage, these women left an indelible mark on the region's history. They
challenged the boundaries of gender roles, navigated complex court politics, and in some cases,
held the fate of the kingdom in their hands. Their stories, preserved in chronicles, folklore, and
public memory, offer a compelling counter-narrative to the male-centric history. of ‘medieval

Assam.
Women’s Role in Diplomacy, Religion, and Reforms during the Ahom Period:

While direct political rule by women was exceptional in the Ahom era, their involvement
in diplomacy, religion, and reformative activities was far more common and consequential.
Queens and noblewomen acted as unofficial diplomats, cultural patrons, religious reformers, and
custodians of moral and ritual life. These functions. oftenpositioned them as key actors in

statecraft, though they operated largely outside the formal apparatus of the Ahom administration.
Women and Royal Diplomacy

Marriage alliances in the Ahom dynasty were often used as diplomatic tools to strengthen
ties with neighboring tribes and hill\states such as the Kacharis, Garos, Nagas, and Chutiyas.
Women played a central role_in.these alliances—not only as symbolic instruments of political

consolidation but also as mediators of cultural and political integration.

These alliances.were usually crafted by marrying off Ahom princesses or noblewomen to
tribal chiefs, or vice versa. Once these women entered their new communities, they often acted
as bridges-between different political cultures, helping smoothen ethnic and administrative
integration. Their dual loyalty—to their natal and marital families—made them ideal messengers

of peace and compromise in turbulent times.

In the royal court, senior queens like Ambika Devi and Chandraprabha Kunwari were
known to negotiate internal disputes among ministers and prevent factional conflicts from
escalating into violence. Such roles, though undocumented in formal court proceedings, are
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inferred from oral traditions and chronicles that credit these women with "saving the kingdom

from dissension."!
Women as Religious Patrons and Reformers

Religion was a major political instrument in the Ahom state. Monarchs used religious
affiliations and patronage to legitimize their rule, and queens were often active patticipants in
this domain. Several queens acted as patrons of temples, Vaishnavite monasteries (Satras),
and Shakta shrines, thereby positioning themselves as intermediaries. between divine and

temporal authority.
Shaktism and Phuleshwari's Religious Politics

As discussed earlier, Phuleshwari Kunwari aggressively promoted Shaktism and sought
to establish it as the official religion. Her actions—especially forcing Vaishnavite Mahantas to
participate in Shakta rituals—demonstrated a _strategic use of religious power for political
centralization. Though controversial, her religious.reforms reflect an early attempt to standardize

faith practices as a means to unify the kingdom under a singular ideological framework.?
Vaishnavism and Queens as Patrons.of Bhakti

In contrast, later queens like“Ambika Devi and Chandraprabha Kunwari patronized
Vaishnavite scholars and Satras, possibly as a corrective gesture after Phuleshwari’s excesses.
They supported devotional movements, commissioned manuscript copying, and facilitated
religious festivals\such as Rasa Leela and Janmashtami, helping create a sense of cultural
continuity .and. 'mass appeal. These actions served both religious and political functions,

fostering loyalty among the growing Vaishnavite populace.

Several queens are believed to have maintained personal libraries of sacred texts such as
the Bhagavata Purana, Kirtan Ghosa, and Naam Ghosa, and encouraged their recitation in court
and public events. Such practices played a role in popularizing Vaishnavism as a courtly and

state-approved faith in later Ahom years.
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Women and Moral Reform

Queens also functioned as moral reformers within the royal household and broader
courtly society. They often intervened in matters of court decorum, charitable practices, widow
care, and the regulation of public rituals. Their involvement was not necessarily revolutionary,

but it set a normative tone for royal behavior and public ethics.
Temple-Building and Charitable Activities

Several queens contributed to temple-building projects and charitable activities such as
feeding pilgrims, organizing public feasts (bhog), and sponsoring religious debates. These were
more than acts of piety; they were performances of royal virtue, reinforcing the legitimacy of

the monarchy in the eyes of the people.

For instance, Ambika Devi is said to have sponsored a grand Vaishnavite scripture
recitation ceremony attended by multiple Mahantas, scholars, and even foreign dignitaries from
neighboring kingdoms. Events like these often reinforced diplomatic alliances while projecting

the spiritual authority of the queen.
Women and Intellectual Reform

Though literacy among. women was not widespread, a few elite women engaged in
intellectual reform and learning, especially during the later Ahom period. The emergence of
educated queens and _noblewomen coincided with the broader spread of Assamese language

literature, manuscripts, and religious tracts.

These women often employed scholars and scribes to copy texts, some of which they
reportedly ‘studied themselves. There is also evidence that women influenced the content of
court literature, particularly devotional songs, plays (Ankiya Naat), and narratives that

celebrated feminine virtues like loyalty, chastity, and wisdom.

This intellectual influence shaped popular perceptions of ideal womanhood, which in turn fed

back into the political imagination of the time. Figures like Jaymati Konwari were popularized
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during this period not just as historical personalities but as moral archetypes, representing

courage and loyalty in the service of the kingdom.
Intermediary Role in Conflicts and Succession

In times of political succession or rebellion, queens often served as mediators and
stabilizers. During power vacuums, it was common for queens and royal widows to advise
ministers, manage palace affairs, and even correspond with rebellious factions.in‘the hope of

securing peace.

For example, during the early stages of the Moamoria rebellion, it is believed that one of
the senior queens attempted to initiate peace negotiations, though-her efforts were thwarted by
hardline factions. Nevertheless, the very fact that such a role/was even attempted indicates that

queens were seen as legitimate peacemakers and political agents.

At the last we can say that Queens andnoblewomen of the Ahom period were deeply
embedded in the ritual, diplomatic, and ideological life of the kingdom. Though they did not
commonly hold formal positions in administration, their indirect roles were no less impactful.
Whether by forging alliances, sponsoring temples, negotiating peace, or shaping religious and
cultural reforms, these women played an essential role in the making and maintenance of the

Ahom state.

Their influence, often understated in traditional chronicles, becomes evident when
viewed through the lens of interdisciplinary historical analysis, combining records, folklore,

religious texts, and material culture.
Legacy and Historical Representation of Women’s Political Role in Ahom Assam:

The legacy of Assamese women during the Ahom period is multifaceted and enduring.
While few held overt political positions, their actions, sacrifices, and symbolic representations
have echoed across centuries—shaping how history, folklore, and cultural memory remember

them. we will explore how the contributions of these women were recorded, interpreted, and
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celebrated in historical texts, literature, folklore, cinema, and public consciousness, and how
their legacies have informed contemporary understandings of gender and power in Assamese

society.
Historiographical Visibility and Challenges

Mainstream Ahom chronicles (Buranjis), such as the Deodhai Buranji, wer€ written by
male court scribes and largely focused on kings, ministers, military campaigns, and
administrative matters. Women—despite playing notable roles—were often underrepresented
or mentioned only in relation to their husbands or sons. Their independent contributions,
particularly in diplomacy and reform, are often found only in fragments or secondary

references.

Yet, despite this limited documentation, oral traditions and folk memory kept the
stories of women like Jaymati Konwari, Phuleshwari Kunwari, and Ambika Devi alive.
These stories gradually entered vernacular historiography, beginning in the late 19th century,
when Assamese historians like Gunabhiram Barua and Padmanath Gohain Baruah began to

reinterpret Ahom history with a renewed focus on social reform and women’s agency.!
Jaymati Konwari: From History to Heroism

No other woman. from.the Ahom era has had as profound a posthumous impact as
Jaymati Konwari. Her story of sacrifice became a symbol of Assamese patriotism, feminine
virtue, and martyrdom—especially during the 20th century, when India’s freedom struggle was

underway.

The( first Assamese film ever made, Joymoti (1935), directed by cultural icon Jyoti
Prasad Agarwala, brought her tale to the silver screen. The film not only portrayed Jaymati’s
courage but also subtly echoed themes of resistance against tyranny, which resonated deeply

with the nationalist sentiments of the time.
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Literary tributes to Jaymati also appeared in plays, poems, and novels. In these works, she was
portrayed not just as a queen, but as a moral compass and protector of the nation’s soul. Today,
educational institutions, parks, roads, and government schemes are named after her, reflecting

her elevated status as a cultural and political icon in modern Assam.?
Phuleshwari Kunwari: Controversial Yet Commanding

Phuleshwari’s legacy is more complex and contested. Traditional Vaishnavite literature
and some colonial-era historians painted her in a negative light, accusing-her of religious
intolerance, tyranny, and being the instigator of the long-drawn Moamoria rebellion. However,

recent scholarship has attempted to reassess her reign through a gender-sensitive lens.

Historians like Amalendu Guha and Yasmin Saikia have argued that Phuleshwari’s
attempt to centralize religion should be understood not merely as authoritarian but as an early
experiment in statecraft by a female ruler, a rarity in pre-modern India. Her determination to
rule as Bor Raja, issue royal orders, and enforce herwision of order, marks her as a trailblazer in

women’s political leadership—despite the'eventual backlash.?

Her legacy, though still debated, challenges traditional narratives and forces us to grapple
with the gendered interpretations of history, where assertive women are often demonized in

ways their male counterparts-are-not.
Ambika Devi and the Forgotten Queens

Ambika Devi, though overshadowed by her predecessor Phuleshwari, has enjoyed a
positive posthumous reputation as a healer, diplomat, and restorer of peace. Vaishnavite
texts from the 18th century depict her as a queen who restored harmony and bridged divides,

often referred to in songs and hymns sung in rural Namghars (Vaishnavite prayer halls).

Unfortunately, many other Ahom queens, including Kunwori Chandraprabha and others

who played roles in court diplomacy, succession crises, and cultural patronage, have been
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forgotten in official history. Their memories survive only in local folklore, village legends, or

temple records, awaiting rediscovery by modern historians.

This selective memory reflects a broader pattern in South Asian historiography, where
only those women whose stories align with dominant moral or political narratives are

remembered, while others fade into obscurity.
Symbolism and Representation in Modern Assamese Society

The legacy of these historical women continues to influence modern Assamese identity

and gender discourse:

o Jaymati’s sacrifice is taught in schools, invoked in political speeches, and honored in

films, theater, and street names.

e Phuleshwari’s reign is debated in gender studies.classrooms, particularly in discussions

on female leadership, religious policy, and historical interpretation.

e The recovery of lesser-known queens is an ongoing project by feminist historians,

artists, and cultural organizations'in Assam.

These women are not just  historical figures but symbeolic archetypes—embodying
sacrifice, courage, diplomacy, and occasionally, controversy. Their lives and legacies offer

alternative models of leadership, challenging the male-centric view of power in Indian history.

The representation of Assamese women from the Ahom period has evolved
significantly—from shadowy figures in royal chronicles to central characters in modern
cultural, memory. While historical documentation may be limited, their lived impact and
symbolic presence have only grown with time. Their stories compel us to rethink how we define

political contribution and urge historians to reimagine power beyond formal titles and offices.

The enduring legacy of these women—whether as martyrs, rulers, or mediators—
demonstrates that gender was never entirely absent from the corridors of Ahom power; it simply
operated differently, and often, more subtly.
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Conclusion

The political contribution and role of Assamese women during the Ahom period present a
compelling and often overlooked chapter in Indian history. Although the Ahom dynasty—
spanning nearly six centuries—was largely patriarchal in its formal structures of governance, the

influence of women in shaping political, cultural, and spiritual life was both real and enduring.

From the heroic martyrdom of Jaymati Konwari, whose sacrifice forthe sake of
political stability became a timeless symbol of Assamese identity, to the trailblazing queens like
Phuleshwari Kunwari, who dared to assert political and religious authority in a male-dominated
court, these women expanded the boundaries of royal womanhood. Their actions—whether in
the palace, the temple, or the battlefield of ideology—reflect a spectrum of agency that defies

simplistic categorization.

The institutional roles of women—though often limited—were supplemented by their
influence in diplomacy, cultural integration, and moral reform. They functioned as advisors,
mediators, patrons of religion and art; .and above all, custodians of tradition and social
cohesion. In doing so, they exercised a‘form of soft power that was no less important than that

wielded by kings and generals.

Their representation in- history, however, has been uneven. Traditional Buranjis
underplayed their roles, while oral traditions, folklore, and later reinterpretations by artists and
scholars worked to reinsert them into the public imagination. This evolving legacy reminds us of
the importance of: revisiting and reinterpreting historical sources through gendered and

inclusive lenses:

In'modern Assam, these women are not just relics of a distant past—they continue to
shape contemporary identity, inform feminist discourse, and inspire calls for historical
justice and cultural revival. As we continue to research and reinterpret the Ahom period, the
stories of these women must occupy a central place—not as exceptions but as integral actors in

the political evolution of Assamese society.
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