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Abstract:

Habib Tanvir, known as the "Father of Modern Indian Theatre," was a towering figure whose
influence extended beyond India to the global stage. Born-on November 1, 1928, in Rampur,
Madhya Pradesh, Tanvir revolutionized Indian drama through his relentless dedication to the art.
He made significant contributions across acting, directing, writing, and music, leaving a lasting
legacy. Despite facing opposition from his father, who believed in a strict interpretation of Islam
that did not support theatre, Tanvir's mother, who came from a family of musicians and poets,

supported his artistic pursuits.

Tanvir's early interest in theatre was evident when he won the Thakur Payarelal Award for his
school play, "King John." After completing his B.A. from Nagpur's renowned Morris College,
Tanvir moved to Bombay, where he faced many struggles but remained passionate about cinema
and theatre. His work, such as the play "Agra Bazar," showcased his unique approach to integrating

folk elements with modern theatre, making him a revered figure in Indian drama.

His journey is a testament to the fusion of traditional and modern elements in theatre, influencing

countless actors and directors.
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