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Abstract

In the post-'Ramdhenu’ era of Assamese short story literature, a significant shift emerged from the
1970s onward. Alongside the established tradition of the 'Ramdhenu’ group, a new wave of young
writers began experimenting with content, structure, and narrative style, seeking to break free from
the conventional storytelling of that time. This transition brought forth a distinct generation of
authors who presented stories with heightened realism and unique perspectives, marking a
departure from the more symbolic and idealized themes of earlier times. Among these writers,
Pranabjyoti Deka stands out with his bold narrative techniques, often rooted in harsh, lived
experiences. His stories eschew-romanticized depictions of life, instead highlighting the grim
realities of marginalized communities and individuals living on the fringes of society. Deka's
storytelling, characterized by satirical tone and blunt realism, challenges readers to confront
uncomfortable truths, making his work a significant departure from previous Assamese literary
traditions. His works resonate with the socio-political and economic conditions of lower-class and
peripheral societies, emphasizing their struggles, conflicts, and raw experiences. This approach
positions him as a key figure in the evolution of Assamese literature, bridging the gap between

traditional 'Ramdhenu’ stories and the modern, more direct portrayal of societal complexities.

Keywords:

Assamese literature, post-Ramdhenu era, Pranabjyoti Deka, realism, marginalized society

© MAJULL: A Mutti-Lingual Multi-Disciplinary e-Magazine Vol-01|lIssue-01|2024|April-June Page | 1


http://www.majuliemagazine.com/
mailto:Majuliejournal@umkcollege.in
mailto:jyotish@tezu.ernet

/W :
Ej g MAJULI: A Multi-Lingual Multi-Disciplinary e-Magazine

L
e @ E-ISSN: XXXX
Web.: www.majuliemagazine.com, e-Mail: Majuliejournal@umkcollege.in
Published by: Digital Learning Cell, UMK College, Majuli-785105, Assam, India

1. Introduction
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Delhi, Yab't) © WHRGIRR| (STLO] OIO- s the story just yet another dramatization of the rich versus poor conflict,
a statement of the ineluctable predicament of the disadvantaged -- like Jogesh Das’s ‘The Death of the Underdog” or Mahim
Bora’s ‘Three Minus Three’? Oris it, like Lakshminath Bezbarua’s ‘The Hookah’, a footnote to the history-of the decay of
the Assamese gentry? I am afraid neither of these readings would do, because the focus in Deka’s story is throughout on
Dhaneswar as a person and not on society or class. Despite the tittle of the story, Dhaneswar does not represent the serf class
-- indeed he takes a line opposed to that of the other serfs and is contemptuous of them, he represents only himself. He, and
not the class or the age to which he belongs, is the theme of the story. (p.115-116)
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