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AbstractS

The question of why a distinctive style of painting never developed in'Assam has intrigued many
art enthusiasts. While Assam had its unique artistic traditions under the patronage of Ahom and
Darrangi rulers, these styles did not see significant evolution or widespread adoption. Under the
leadership of Srimanta Sankardeva, Assam developed a distinct pictorial tradition, particularly
through manuscript illustrations. These illustrations, however, were mostly bound to religious texts
and royal courts, making them inaccessible to the general public. The intricate process of
manuscript production limited the proliferation of illustrated texts. Additionally, political
instability and invasions hampered the continuous development of art during this period. The
introduction of British Romantic style in the 19th century, along with its influence on artists in
Assam like Lakshmiram-Borah, Muktonath Bordoloi, and Suren Bordoloi, paved the way for
modern artistic expression in the region. Vishnuprasad Rabha, a prominent Assamese artist,
emerged as a significant figure, combining Bengali and British Romantic styles. Despite
challenges, the establishment of the Assam Fine Arts College in 1947 marked a turning point in
the formalization of modern art in Assam. Today, while global art lacks a single dominant style,

Assamese contemporary art continues to evolve, influenced by both traditional and modern styles.
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