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Abstract

The Assamese Department at Visva-Bharati University, founded in 1979, aimed to promote
Assamese language learning among non-Assamese students, faculty, and staff. This initiative
sought to enhance national integration while fostering knowledge of Assamese language, literature,
and culture, especially among students and faculty from related linguistic backgrounds like
Bengali, Odia, and Hindi. Even before its official establishment, the cultural connection between
Assam and Santiniketan was strong; notably through family ties between Assamese literary figures
and Tagore's family. Over time, many Assamese students studied at Visva-Bharati and contributed
significantly to various fields, including literature, arts, and cultural research. Notable Assamese
alumni include poets, artists, and researchers who have excelled in their respective domains. The
influence of Rabindranath Tagore's philosophy and Santiniketan's unique intellectual atmosphere
significantly shaped these students’ creative growth and achievements. Furthermore, events like
Bihu celebrations helped maintain a strong Assamese cultural presence at the university, fostering
a sense of unity among northeastern Indian students. Despite challenges, including a prolonged
lack of faculty after 1991, the Assamese Department remains a crucial bridge between Assam and

Santiniketan.
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1. Introduction
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Rabindranath & Lakshminath : Personality & Relation, 20 February R05¢],
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