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Abstract:

The film Lapata Ladies, now available on Netflix, delivers a powerful message on women's
empowerment without the use of direct slogans. Directed by Kiran Rao, the movie highlights
various issues faced by women, representing the frustrationagainst societal norms, patriarchy, and
even Bollywood's portrayal of hyper-masculinity. In contrast to films like Animal (2023), Lapata
Ladies offers a strong rebuttal, portraying the pivotal role of women in society. Through characters
like ‘Manju Mai’ and ‘Jaya,’ the film emphasizes that women can thrive independently and even
challenge entrenched gender roles. The storyline of ‘Lapata Ladies’ revolves around the mistaken
identity of two brides, ‘Phul Kumari® and ‘Jaya,” which serves as a metaphor for the loss of
individuality in patriarchal settings. Ultimately, the film encourages women to reclaim their voices,
choices, and agency. With engaging dialogues, stellar performances, and a focus on women's silent
struggles, Lapata Ladies resonates with a universal truth about the invisibility of women's

contributions and the need for gender equality.
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